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Synopsis

The critically acclaimed author of "The Other End of the Leash" offers fascinating insights into the
canine mind-critical tools for a healthy relationship with a well-trained dog. In this remarkable book,
renowned canine expert Patricia McConnell answers the questions of dog lovers everywhere. Do
dogs have emotions like we do? More to the point, does my dog love me? Such questions have
fueled bestsellers like Elizabeth Marshall Thomas’ The Hidden Life of Dogs and Jeffery Moussaieff
Masson’s Dogs Never Lie About Love. Sharing riveting dog stories from her experiences, Dr.
McConnell also offers accessible science that clues readers in to what's going on behind those
puppy dog eyes. We learn the fascinating similarities and surprising dissimilarities in dogs’ and
humans’ brains, and how current scientific studies have led McConnell to conclude without a doubt
that dogs share a profound emotional life with us. The information found in this book will help
readers have better-trained dogs, at the same time deepening their dog-human connections. For
the Love of a Dog is a must-have for dog lovers everywhere. "Highly recommended..."-library
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Customer Reviews

Patricia McConnell has written a wonderful book filled with engaging stories and much practical
advice for dog owners. She incorporates the latest research findings on the workings of the dog’s
mind in presenting her own cases from her behavior counseling service. Her discussion of

counterconditioning covers an extremely valuable concept that is not stressed (or even utilized)



enough by other behaviorists and trainers. This technique is invaluable and of nearly limitless
potential in alleviating many emotional distresses and disorders in dogs.Especially pleasing to see is
that in her discussion of counterconditioning and other techniques the author diverges from the
decades-old approach of addressing "behavior problems" (a term that should be killed off and
unceremoniously buried - it's not the animal’s problem any more than if your husband had a habit of
talking too loudly to your liking would you tell your friends that he had a behavior problem) by
focusing on simply eliminating the behavior. This mechanistic behaviorism approach may be
effective in eliminating the behavior but frequently does nothing to relieve the dog’s underlying
emotional distress that is causing the behavior. For example, if a dog is suffering from loneliness
because he is tied up alone in a backyard and barks endlessly for human attention and
companionship there are plenty of ways to eliminate the barking. But there is only one correct one:
alleviate the emotional pain of loneliness. McConnell understands this and focuses on this

underlying emotional distress when working with the dogs to change unwanted behavior.
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